
Keeping in Touch 
Wesley Place Methodist Church, Alsager 

Dear Friends, 
 
I had a very confusing experience last week, I saw a quote circulating on Facebook 
that was attributed to the new Pope, Leo XIV. As I read it quickly I thought, ‘Yes, 
I’m happy to forward that’. Then I read the words again and found it almost 
incredulous that the new Pope would say something so ‘out there’. So I returned to 
Google and did a bit of ‘research’! 
 
Apparently Google was already aware, and there was no record of the Pope having 
said it. Which left me confused as to why someone had attributed words to the 
pope that I was so happy to share as a Christian. I deleted my post. 
 
Dishonesty? If so why are such good sentiments dishonestly shared? 
 
I am left still wondering. However, the words themselves stand as something I 
take as self evident. The gospel, the good news of Jesus is liberating. It is about 
the love of God that forgives us, sets us free, and enables us to be confident 
human beings within the grace of God to do God’s work.  
 
They are also words that get to the heart of a word that is often weaponised 
these days ‘woke’.  A word that makes some people roll their eyes and utter 
‘ridiculous’, while to others it expresses what freedom and liberation movements 
have always been about - including the movement started by John the Baptist and 
taken over by Jesus when he said ‘The Kingdom of God is upon you. Repent and 
believe the gospel’. It’s an accurate paraphrase to say ‘God’s coming, wake up’! 
 
So, by way of a long introduction, here are the words that have no evidence of ever 
having been said by the Pope, but with which I am happy to agree because of 
following Jesus. 
 
“To be called "woke" in a world that sleeps through suffering is no insult - it is 
Gospel. 
Woke means awakened by compassion. 
Guided by truth. 
Humbled by grace. 
Committed to justice - not just for some but for all. 
So let them mock. 
Let them sneer. 
We will still build the Kingdom - not with walls, but with love. 
Be awake. Be loving. Be woke.” 
 
Your friend and minister  
Rob. 
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Prayers from the Wesley Place Prayer Group this week…. 
‘O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; for his steadfast love 

endures for ever.’ 
1 Chronicles 16:34 

Thankfulness and gratefulness to God for….. 
 
…for recent time spent looking after baby granddaughter in Hong Kong - for her regular 
midday naps that enabled us to have our own naps too! 
 
….for everyone who helped and supported the recent District Synod at Keele University 
Chapel…and for those who supported this event with prayers…. 
 
….for time recently spent with old friend…the time just flew by….it was as if we’d never 
been apart… 
 
…..and for the continued sunshine that enables us to spend time in the garden… 
 
….for the sense of Hope that has been brought with the appointment of the new Pope 
Louis XIV …. the positive impact he seems to be having on the world already … 
 
….for the good news recently received that a biopsy was negative and that monitoring 
will continue for next 5 years …. 
 
…..the simple things like sunshine in the garden and the welcome recent downpour of rain 
that helped all our gardens to be watered after such dry weather…. 
 
…..for the date of upcoming surgery being confirmed for this Saturday, and the 
opportunity for son to come over from Hong Kong to support us, as well as support from 
friends…. 
 
….for the amazing blue skies we have recently experienced during this lovely sunny 
weather, and the wonderful contrast of the green trees against these blue skies… 
 
Psalm 19: 
‘The heavens declare the glory of God; 
    the skies proclaim the work of his hands.’ 
 
….for the happenstance of arriving in Alsager so that son Jon could attend the local 
school, and next door neighbour’s friendship that enabled me to become part of Wesley 
Place’s fellowship…sense of belonging so welcoming…. 
 
….for the happenstance of arriving in Alsager so that son Jon could attend the local 
school, and next door neighbour’s friendship that enabled me to become part of Wesley 
Pace’s fellowship…sense of belonging so welcoming…. 
 
….for a new hose for the garden that has helped the daily watering of the plants to be so 
much easier…. 
 
….for time in the beautiful New Forest and seeing the new life all around as the donkeys 
parent their foals…. 
 
…..for my computer technology working so I can hear everyone on Zoom at prayer group… 
 
….for the blue tits that have nested in our bird box…watching them flying to and fro 
feeding their young and working so hard…. 
 



…for when we see God in unexpected places…in the midst of what we are doing…and the re-
alisation that God’s presence is with us always…. 
 
….for the unexpected vapour trails in the sky that make the sign of the cross, reminding us 
of God’s presence…. 
 
Prayers for…. 
…for Andy who will be having his operation on Saturday 17 May….. for Agnes as she sup-
ports him and the blessing of having their son Arnold (who has travelled from Hong Kong) 
to support them during this time…  
 
….for friend who is struggling with mental health issues…for wisdom that when we spend 
time listening and speaking into these situations that our words are a blessing and com-
fort…. 
 
… for upcoming time leading a session on Fairtrade for the cubs….that the Fairtrade mes-
sage around ethical and just practices will resonate with these young people… 
 
….for the people of Gaza…and for Tom Fletcher UN chief calling for the world to prevent 
further destruction of the people living there…..for action from all peacemakers involved to 
make a difference there in Gaza …. and for the Israeli hostages, that negotiations to free 
them will be successful…. 
 

All these prayers in Jesus’s Name. Amen  

Wesley Place Methodist Church - 
General Church Meeting  

Sunday 18th May 
As we have done over the last few years 
our General Church Meeting will be held 
as part of our morning worship next 
week. According to our constitution, 
‘’The meeting shall be held for 
fellowship, for mutual counsel 
respecting the condition of the Local 
Church, including its financial affairs, 
for the election of church stewards and 
representatives and for any other 
purpose which the Conference may 
direct.”  It is our opportunity to appoint 
the representatives to the church 
council, the stewards and hear a 
financial statement from the treasurer. 
The minutes of the 2024 meeting and 
the recent reports to the church council 
on church life and mission are on the 
notice board. 
Following the Church Council last week 
we also have vacancies for Church 
Council Secretary and Church 
Treasurer. If you would be interested 
to offer for these posts, or nominate 
someone, please speak to the Minister 
Rob, or one of the stewards for further 
information. We will be following Safer 
Recruitment guidelines. 

HILDA WHITE ‘OPEN HOUSE’ 
 
Friends of Hilda, may be 
interested to know that having 
settled in really well back in Hong 
Kong she  is visiting the UK  for 
two weeks in late May. She hopes 
to be at morning worship on 25 
May.  
 
On the afternoon of 
Wednesday  28th Judith and I are 
hosting an open house  for her and 
she would be delighted to see 
Wesley Place friends for tea, 
coffee and cakes. Please drop in 
between 2 and 5  
Car sharing would be helpful.  
 
Our  address is 2 Sandylands 
Crescent, Lawton Heath End ST7 
3DS.  
 

Best wishes  
Ian  

 

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Fmaps%2Fsearch%2F2%2BSandylands%2BCrescent%2C%2BLawton%2BHeath%2BEnd%2BST7%2B3DS%3Fentry%3Dgmail%26source%3Dg&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ce73456c50db649ae758008dd8fb67bd1%7C84df9e7fe9f64
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Fmaps%2Fsearch%2F2%2BSandylands%2BCrescent%2C%2BLawton%2BHeath%2BEnd%2BST7%2B3DS%3Fentry%3Dgmail%26source%3Dg&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ce73456c50db649ae758008dd8fb67bd1%7C84df9e7fe9f64
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Fmaps%2Fsearch%2F2%2BSandylands%2BCrescent%2C%2BLawton%2BHeath%2BEnd%2BST7%2B3DS%3Fentry%3Dgmail%26source%3Dg&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ce73456c50db649ae758008dd8fb67bd1%7C84df9e7fe9f64


Wesley Place Sunday 
lunch, Sunday 1st 

June. 
 

We will be holding a Sunday 
lunch on Sunday 1st June after 
the morning service. A roast 
dinner will be served after 
coffee at around 1pm.  Payment 
will be by donation. Suggested 
donation for a two course lunch 
is £10, but we realise that not 
everyone can pay that, so pay 
what you can afford.  Are you 
able to pay for someone 
else?  All funds raised will go 
towards the continuing work of 
Wesley Place.  All welcome. A 
child's meal will also be provided, 
either a small roast dinner or 
alternative.  
Please sign on the notice board 
in the foyer if you are wanting 

to come along —Thankyou 



From the Editor: Deb Wilmot 
 
I have changed the font of the message as  it was 
proving difficult for some to read.  

If you have any problems receiving  this email 
please email me on:   

wilmotdeb@hotmail.com 

Monday games and Wednesday mornings @ Wesley Place. 
Monday Afternoons @Wesley Place 

Please join us between 2pm and 4pm for Board Games, tea/coffee, biscuits and 
fellowship. All welcome, looking forward to seeing you. 

PLEASE NOTE NO GAMES ON BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY 26th MAY 
 

Wednesday Mornings @Wesley Place 

Please join us between 11am and 1pm on Wednesday mornings for tea, coffee and 
fellowship and a short informal service at 11.30am. 

Wednesday 21st May led by Rev’d Neal Street.   
Wednesday 28th May. Service with open discussion  
 

All Welcome. Looking forward to seeing you 

Counters & Coffee Appeal 

If you have a passion for numbers and counting or you love tea, coffee or 
biscuits Wesley Place definitely needs you!   

Counters 

We are looking for more counters to join one of the stewards on duty to count 
the collection after the service on a Sunday morning. It is not complicated, 
simple to pick up, you won’t be on your own and it can be fun (plus you get a tea/
coffee and biscuits delivered to you!). We currently have two excellent counters 
(Gwynneth & Glennis) who I am sure will be happy to answer any questions you 
have about becoming a counter as well. 

Coffee  

We also need more coffee groups to make tea and coffee and provide biscuits 
after the service on a Sunday morning.  At the moment, we only have 3 coffee 
groups and ideally it would be great to have 5. If you would like to be part of a 
coffee group or think you could form a group, please let me know. Everything you 
need is in the kitchen (tea bags/coffee/mugs/tea & coffee pots/dishwasher!) all 
you need to do is provide the biscuits and milk and make sure you are ready to go 
after the service! Don’t worry about putting out the chairs and tables in the hall, 
the stewards on duty will do this. Tea and coffee is very important to us all and 
this will be a much appreciated role to have!   

If you would like to become a counter, or join or form a coffee group just speak 
to me or email me. Alicia -  aliciarosewc@yahoo.com  

mailto:wilmotdeb@hotmail.com
mailto:aliciarosewc@yahoo.com


Please note this poster 
below has a new 
contact number to ring.  

01270 762 460 



Housekeeping Team Reminder 

Details of the team are below: 

 
As always, everyone is welcome to join this team and there are plenty of other jobs 
(even just occasionally dusting!) so if you would like to join this team please just speak to 
or email  

Alicia (aliciarosewc@yahoo.com)  

Alicia Crompton Coordinator For any Housekeeping queries or issues 
please speak to Alicia 

 
Amber Harvey Kitchens Contact For any queries, questions or issues about 

the two kitchens, please speak to Amber 

 
Natasha Walker Risk Assessments If you are holding an event or have any 

questions about risk assessments, please 
speak to Natasha who is in charge of risk 
assessments. 

 
Celia Crompton Ordering If any cleaning products, janitorial supplies 

and/or kitchen supplies are running low 
please speak to Celia 

 
Ann Pask Room Booking     

Secretary 
For all room booking enquiries or queries 
about room users please speak to Ann 
 

mailto:aliciarosewc@yahoo.com

